15th Sunday after Pentecost
+ Sunday, September 13, 2020 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 103
L: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!
C: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his
benefits,
L: who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your
diseases, who redeems your life from the pit,
C: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who
satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed
like the eagle’s.
L: The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who
are oppressed.
C: He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the
people of Israel.
L: The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.
C: He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger
forever.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Hymn
[1] Creator Spirit, by whose aid
The world's foundations first were laid,
Come, visit ev'ry humble mind;
Come, pour Your joys on humankind;
From sin and sorrow set us free;
May we Your living temples be.
[2] O Source of uncreated light,
The bearer of God's gracious might,
Thrice-holy fount, thrice-holy fire,
Our hearts with heav'nly love inspire;
Your sacred, healing message bring
To sanctify us when we sing.
[3] Giver of grace, descend from high;
Your sev'nfold gifts to us supply;
Help us eternal truths receive
And practice all that we believe;
Give us Yourself that we may see
The glory of the Trinity.
[4] Immortal honor, endless fame
Attend the almighty Father's name;
The Savior-Son be glorified,
Who for all humankind has died;
To You, O Paraclete, we raise
Unending songs of thanks and praise.
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Old Testament
Genesis 50:15-21
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead,
they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us
back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a
message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
command before he died: ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive
the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because
they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also
came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we
are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear,
for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.
So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.”
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
Romans 14:1-12
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but
not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may
eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables.
Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains,
and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the
one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you
to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before
his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One
person esteems one day as better than another, while
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully

convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the
day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats,
eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God,
while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord
and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself,
and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For
to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be
Lord both of the dead and of the living. Why do you pass
judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise
your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment
seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account
of himself to God.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often
will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to
you seven times, but seventy-seven times. Therefore the
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he
began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him
ten thousand talents. And since he could not pay, his
master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children
and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity

for him, the master of that servant released him and
forgave him the debt. But when that same servant went
out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke
him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in
prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their master all
that had taken place. Then his master summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all
that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not
you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had
mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to
the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother from your heart.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn
[1] Lord Jesus Christ, the Church's head,
You are her one foundation;
In You she trusts, before You bows,
And waits for Your salvation.
Built on this rock secure,
Your Church shall endure
Though all the world decay
And all things pass away.
O hear, O hear us, Jesus!
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[2] O Lord, let this Your little flock,
Your name alone confessing,
Continue in Your loving care,
True unity possessing.
Your sacraments, O Lord,
And Your saving Word
To us, Lord, pure retain.
Grant that they may remain
Our only strength and comfort.
[3] Help us to serve You evermore
With hearts both pure and lowly;
And may Your Word, that light divine,
Shine on in splendor holy
That we repentance show,
In faith ever grow;
The pow'r of sin destroy
And evils that annoy.
O make us faithful Christians.
[4] And for Your Gospel let us dare
To sacrifice all treasure;
Teach us to bear Your blessed cross,
To find in You all pleasure.
O grant us steadfastness
In joy and distress,
Lest we, Lord, You forsake.
Let us by grace partake
Of endless joy and gladness.
Sermon (video available at https://youtu.be/gsLbZIk62fM)

Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all
godliness, hear the devout prayers of your Church,
especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we
ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.
[2] Before our Father's throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.
[3] We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.
[4] When here our pathways part,
We suffer bitter pain;
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart,
We hope to meet again.
[5] From sorrow, toil, and pain,
And sin we shall be free
And perfect love and friendship reign
Through all eternity.
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