12th Sunday after Pentecost
+ Sunday, August 15, 2021 +
Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 34
L: Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear
of the LORD.
C: What man is there who desires life and loves many days,
that he may see good?
L: Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking
deceit.
C: Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue
it.
L: The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his
ears toward their cry.
C: The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut
off the memory of them from the earth.
L: When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and
delivers them out of all their troubles.
C: The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the
crushed in spirit.
L: Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD
delivers him out of them all.
C: He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Hymn
[1] Praise to the Lord,
the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him,
for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear
Now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!
[2] Praise to the Lord,
who o'er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings
of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen
All that is needful has been
Sent by His gracious ordaining?
[3] Praise to the Lord,
who has fearfully, wondrously, made you,
Health has bestowed
and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you.
What need or grief
Ever has failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade you.
[4] Praise to the Lord,
who will prosper your work and defend you;
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do
As with His love He befriends you.
[5] Praise to the Lord!
O let all that is in me adore Him!
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All that has life
and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!
Old Testament
Joshua 24:1-2a,14-18
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the
officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before
God. And Joshua said to all the people...“Now therefore
fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. And
if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my
house, we will serve the LORD.” Then the people
answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the
LORD to serve other gods, for it is the LORD our God
who brought us and our fathers up from the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those
great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way
that we went, and among all the peoples through whom
we passed. And the LORD drove out before us all the
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we
also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
Ephesians 5:6-21
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with
them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you

are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit
of light is found in all that is good and right and true),
and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the
things that they do in secret. But when anything is
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you.” Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise
but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the
days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with
wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord
with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
John 6:51-69
I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the
bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How
can this man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in
you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For my
flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and
I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because
of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live

because of me. This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died.
Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” Jesus said
these things in the synagogue, as he taught at
Capernaum. When many of his disciples heard it, they
said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” But
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were
grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense
at this? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man
ascending to where he was before? It is the Spirit who
gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some of
you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the
beginning who those were who did not believe, and who
it was who would betray him.) And he said, “This is why I
told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted
him by the Father.” After this many of his disciples turned
back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus said to the
twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have
come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God
Hymn
[1] Voices raised to You we offer;
Tune them, God, for songs of praise.
Hearts and hands we bring in tribute
For Your gifts through all our days.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Triune God, to You we sing!
[2] All creation joins to praise You;
Earth and sky Your works display.
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Art and music, gifts You lend us,
We return to You today.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
God, Creator, source of life!
[3] Christ, the song of Love incarnate,
Touching earth with heaven's grace,
For Your living, suff'ring, dying,
For Your rising, hear our praise!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ, Redeemer, Lord of life!
[4] Spirit, flaming through creation,
Kindle faith within each heart.
Lift our voices high in chorus;
Through our hands Your love impart.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Spirit, Helper, breath of life!
[5] How can any praise we offer
Measure all the thanks we owe?
Take our hearts and hands and voices-Gifts of love we can bestow.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Triune God, to You we sing!
Sermon (video available https://youtu.be/dLWacYQWADA)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us
to know your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the
life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way
that leads to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him!
Yes, I will laud Him until death;
With songs and anthems I come before Him
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As long as He allows me breath.
From Him my life and all things came;
Bless, O my soul, His holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
[2] Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal;
Earth-born they are and soon decay.
Vain are their counsels at life's last portal,
When the dark grave engulfs its prey.
Since mortals can no help afford,
Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia!
[3] Blessed, oh, blessed are they forever
Whose help is from the Lord Most High,
Whom from salvation nothing can sever,
And who in hope to Christ draw nigh.
To all who trust in Him, our Lord
Will aid and counsel now afford.
Alleluia, alleluia!
[4] Penitent sinners, for mercy crying,
Pardon and peace from Him obtain;
Ever the wants of the poor supplying,
Their faithful God He will remain.
He helps His children in distress,
The widows and the fatherless.
Alleluia, alleluia!
[5] Praise, all you people, the name so holy
Of Him who does such wondrous things!
All that has being, to praise Him solely,
With happy heart its amen sings.
Children of God, with angel host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Alleluia, alleluia!

