6th Sunday after Pentecost
+ Sunday, July 12, 2020 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 65:5-9
L: By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O
God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the farthest seas;
C: the one who by his strength established the mountains,
being girded with might;
L: who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their
waves, the tumult of the peoples,
C: so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in
awe at your signs.
L: You make the going out of the morning and the evening
to shout for joy.
C: You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the
river of God is full of water; you provide their grain, for
so you have prepared it.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Hymn
[1] Creator Spirit, by whose aid
The world's foundations first were laid,
Come, visit ev'ry humble mind;
Come, pour Your joys on humankind;
From sin and sorrow set us free;
May we Your living temples be.
[2] O Source of uncreated light,
The bearer of God's gracious might,
Thrice-holy fount, thrice-holy fire,
Our hearts with heav'nly love inspire;
Your sacred, healing message bring
To sanctify us when we sing.
[3] Giver of grace, descend from high;
Your sev'nfold gifts to us supply;
Help us eternal truths receive
And practice all that we believe;
Give us Yourself that we may see
The glory of the Trinity.
[4] Immortal honor, endless fame
Attend the almighty Father's name;
The Savior-Son be glorified,
Who for all humankind has died;
To You, O Paraclete, we raise
Unending songs of thanks and praise.
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Old Testament
Isaiah 55:10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth, making it
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed
in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills
before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees
of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come
up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the LORD, an
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
Romans 8:12-17
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. For if you live according to the
flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry,
“Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified
with him.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside
the sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got
into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the
beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell
along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had
no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched.
And since they had no root, they withered away. Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has
ears, let him hear...Hear then the parable of the sower:
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the
path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet
he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,
and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn
[1] Preach you the Word and plant it home
To men who like or like it not,
The Word that shall endure and stand
When flow'rs and men shall be forgot.
[2] We know how hard, O Lord, the task
Your servant bade us undertake:
To preach Your Word and never ask
What prideful profit it may make.
[3] The sower sows; his reckless love
Scatters abroad the goodly seed,
Intent alone that all may have
The wholesome loaves that all men need.
[4] Though some be snatched and some be scorched
And some be choked and matted flat,
The sower sows; his heart cries out,
"Oh, what of that, and what of that?"
[5] Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
And bears a harvest hundredfold:
"Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!"
[6] Preach you the Word and plant it home
And never faith; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow
Will watch and tend His planted Word.
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Sermon (video available at https://youtu.be/P4l_pZSq6b0)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect
L: Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures
to be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear
them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him!
Yes, I will laud Him until death;
With songs and anthems I come before Him
As long as He allows me breath.
From Him my life and all things came;
Bless, O my soul, His holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
[2] Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal;
Earth-born they are and soon decay.
Vain are their counsels at life's last portal,
When the dark grave engulfs its prey.
Since mortals can no help afford,
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Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia!
[3] Blessed, oh, blessed are they forever
Whose help is from the Lord Most High,
Whom from salvation nothing can sever,
And who in hope to Christ draw nigh.
To all who trust in Him, our Lord
Will aid and counsel now afford.
Alleluia, alleluia!
[4] Penitent sinners, for mercy crying,
Pardon and peace from Him obtain;
Ever the wants of the poor supplying,
Their faithful God He will remain.
He helps His children in distress,
The widows and the fatherless.
Alleluia, alleluia!
[5] Praise, all you people, the name so holy
Of Him who does such wondrous things!
All that has being, to praise Him solely,
With happy heart its amen sings.
Children of God, with angel host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Alleluia, alleluia!

