7th Sunday after Pentecost
+ Sunday, July 11, 2021 +
Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 1
L: Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the
seat of scoffers;
C: but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law
he meditates day and night.
L: He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.
C: In all that he does, he prospers.
L: The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind
drives away.
C: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
L: for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
C: but the way of the wicked will perish.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
Hymn
[1] The man is ever blest
Who shuns the sinners' ways,
Among their counsels never stands,
Nor takes the scorner's place,
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[2] But makes the Law of God
His study and delight
Amid the labors of the day
And watches of the night.
[3] He like a tree shall thrive,
With waters near the root;
Fresh as the leaf his name shall live,
His works are heav'nly fruit.
[4] Not so the wicked race,
They no such blessings find;
Their hopes shall flee like empty chaff
Before the driving wind.
[5] How will they bear to stand
Before the judgment seat
Where all the saints at Christ's right hand
In full assembly meet?
[6] He knows and He approves
The way the righteous go;
But sinners and their works shall meet
A dreadful overthrow.
Old Testament
Amos 7:7-15
This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a
plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me,
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “Behold, I am setting a plumb line in
the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass by
them; the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will
rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” Then
Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of

Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the
midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear
all his words. For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die
by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his
land.’” And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away
to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy
there, but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” Then
Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet,
nor a prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser
of sycamore figs. But the LORD took me from following
the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my
people Israel.’”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
Ephesians 1:3-14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the
Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches
of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom
and insight making known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. In him we have
obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things
according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his

glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession
of it, to the praise of his glory.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Mark 6:14-29
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become
known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised
from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are
at work in him.” But others said, “He is Elijah.” And
others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of
old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I
beheaded, has been raised.” For it was Herod who had
sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the
sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he
had married her. For John had been saying to Herod, “It
is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And
Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put
him to death. But she could not, for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. But an
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the
leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias’s daughter
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests.
And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you
wish, and I will give it to you.” And he vowed to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my
kingdom.” And she went out and said to her mother, “For
what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the
Baptist.” And she came in immediately with haste to the
king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once

the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king
was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his
guests he did not want to break his word to her. And
immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the
prison and brought his head on a platter and gave it to
the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. When his
disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and
laid it in a tomb.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God
Hymn
[1] O God, my faithful God,
True fountain ever flowing,
Without whom nothing is,
All perfect gifts bestowing:
Give me a healthy frame,
And may I have within
A conscience free from blame,
A soul unhurt by sin.
[2] Grant me the strength to do
With ready heart and willing
Whatever You command,
My calling here fulfilling;
That I do what I should
While trusting you to bless
The outcome for my good,
For You must give success.
[3] Keep me from saying words
That later need recalling;
Guard me lest idle speech
May from my lips be falling;
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But when within my place
I must and ought to speak,
Then to my words give grace
Lest I offend the weak.
[4] Lord, let me win my foes
With kindly words and actions,
And let me find good friends
For counsel and correction.
Help me, as You have taught,
To love both great and small
And by Your Spirit's might
To live in peace with all.
[5] Let me depart this life
Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul
That it may live forever;
And let my body have
A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;
And let it sleep in peace.
[6] And on that final day
When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,
My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice,
Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice
With those who love Your name.
Sermon (video available https://youtu.be/e2_g1i-u_qE)

Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: O Lord, you granted your prophets strength to resist the
temptations of the devil and courage to proclaim
repentance. Give us pure hearts and minds to follow your
Son faithfully even into suffering and death; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] My faith looks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine.
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day
Be wholly Thine!
[2] May Thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart;
My zeal inspire!
As Thou hast died for me,
Oh, may my love to Thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire!
[3] While life's dark maze I tread
And griefs around me spread,
Be Thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow's tears away,
Nor let me ever stray
From Thee aside.
[4] When ends life's transient dream,
When death's cold, sullen stream
Shall o'er me roll,
Blest Savior, then, in love,
Fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above,
A ransomed soul!
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