Daily Prayer
+ Monday, May 25, 2020 +

Invocation
L: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen, indeed! Alleluia.
Psalmody
Psalm 111:1-5
L: Praise the LORD!
C: I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in
the company of the upright, in the congregation.
L: Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who
delight in them.
C: Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his
righteousness endures forever.
L: He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the LORD is gracious and merciful.
C: He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers
his covenant forever.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
Hymn
[1] Jesus lives! The vict'ry's won!
Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death's reign is done!
From the grave will Christ recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.
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[2] Jesus lives! To Him the throne
High above all things is given.
I shall go where He is gone,
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence!
This shall be my confidence.
[3] Jesus lives! For me He died,
Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,
Praise to Him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence.
Reading
Acts 8:4-25
Now those who were scattered went about preaching the
word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and
proclaimed to them the Christ. And the crowds with one
accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip,
when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. For
unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of
many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or
lame were healed. So there was much joy in that city. But
there was a man named Simon, who had previously
practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of
Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great.
They all paid attention to him, from the least to the
greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is
called Great.” And they paid attention to him because for
a long time he had amazed them with his magic. But
when they believed Philip as he preached good news
about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ,

they were baptized, both men and women. Even Simon
himself believed, and after being baptized he continued
with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles
performed, he was amazed. Now when the apostles at
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of
God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came down
and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy
Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Then they laid their hands on them and they received the
Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was
given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he
offered them money, saying, “Give me this power also, so
that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the
Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “May your silver
perish with you, because you thought you could obtain
the gift of God with money! You have neither part nor lot
in this matter, for your heart is not right before God.
Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray
to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may
be forgiven you. For I see that you are in the gall of
bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” And Simon
answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what
you have said may come upon me.” Now when they had
testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned
to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the
Samaritans.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Devotional Message from Pastor Thompson
Our reading today from Acts 8 records the movement of the
Gospel out from Jerusalem and into Samaria. This is a
surprising move of the Spirit! As we know from the
Gospels, the Jews and the Samaritans did not get along
and there was great conflict between these two peoples.
Take, for example, the account from Luke 9: When the days
drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go
to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him, who
went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make
preparations for him. But the people did not receive him,
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. And when his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you
want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and
consume them?” But he turned and rebuked them. And
they went on to another village. (Luke 9:51-56)
The apostle John held such a low view of the Samaritans
that he was willing at this point in his life of faith to call
down fire from heaven to consume them. His emotions
bordered, if not crossed over into, hate for the
Samaritans; especially when he discovered that they
refused to receive Jesus who was coming to Samaria.
Imagine John's surprise, then, when he finds himself at the
end of Acts 8, "preaching the gospel to many villages of
the Samaritans". Such is the power of the Gospel to turn
our hearts of hate and animosity to love and compassion.

Our reading today continues the account of the Gospel of
Jesus making its way into all the world. And it is God's
will that the Gospel be proclaimed to all. No one is to be
left out of the church's mission. Ours is a salvation for all
people; a call that everyone repent and put their faith in
Jesus, even those who are in conflict with. This can be a
hard lesson to learn; but needful. May we remember it
when we interact with those who trouble us. Amen.
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect
L: Holy God, behold in mercy all who are in authority over
us. Supply them with your blessing that they may be
inclined to your will and walk according to your
commandments; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[4] Jesus lives! I know full well
Nothing me from Him shall sever.
Neither death nor pow'rs of hell
Part me now from Christ forever.
God will be my sure defense;
This shall be my confidence.
[5] Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When I pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
Jesus is my confidence.
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