Daily Prayer
+ Saturday, May 16, 2020 +

Invocation
L: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen, indeed! Alleluia.
Psalmody
Psalm 107:17-22
L: Some were fools through their sinful ways, and because
of their iniquities suffered affliction;
C: they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the
gates of death.
L: Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he
delivered them from their distress.
C: He sent out his word and healed them, and delivered
them from their destruction.
L: Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his
wondrous works to the children of man!
C: And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of
his deeds in songs of joy!
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
Hymn
[1] Scatter the darkness, break the gloom;
Sun, reveal an empty tomb
Shining with joy for all our sorrows,
Hope and peace for all tomorrows,
Life uneclipsed by doubt and dread:
Christ has risen from the dead!
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[2] Bearing the standard from on high
As the Lamb of God to die;
He who for us, so cruelly treated,
Lives again-- our foes defeated!
Where is your sting, O death and grave?
Christ has shown His strength to save!
[3] Banners of triumph, be unfurled!
Trumpets, sound throughout the world!
Crying and sighs, give way to singing:
Life from death, our Lord is bringing!
Let there begin the jubilee-Christ has gained the victory!
Reading
Acts 4:32-5:11
Now the full number of those who believed were of one
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that
belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in
common. And with great power the apostles were giving
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands
or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need. Thus Joseph, who
was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means
son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold
a field that belonged to him and brought the money and
laid it at the apostles' feet. But a man named Ananias,
with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and with
his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the
proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the

apostles' feet. But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back
for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? While it
remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it
was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you
have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied
to man but to God.” When Ananias heard these words,
he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came
upon all who heard of it. The young men rose and
wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.
After an interval of about three hours his wife came in,
not knowing what had happened. And Peter said to her,
“Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.” And
she said, “Yes, for so much.” But Peter said to her, “How
is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the
Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your
husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.”
Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her
last. When the young men came in they found her dead,
and they carried her out and buried her beside her
husband. And great fear came upon the whole church
and upon all who heard of these things.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Devotional Message from Pastor Thompson
Our reading today from Acts 4 and 5 teaches on honesty,
integrity of faith, obedience and stewardship toward God.

The reading may appear at first to be about property and
money; and it is. But the deeper issues faced by Ananias
and Sapphira and the early church are questions of
honesty, integrity of faith, obedience and stewardship
toward God.
The sin of Ananias and Sapphira, which is provided as a
negative example for us to learn from, is not that they
gave too little to the mission of the early church. As Jesus
taught, even the smallest gift is received by God with
thankfulness. As Mark records: "And Jesus sat down
opposite the treasury and watched the people putting
money into the offering box. Many rich people put in
large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which make a penny. And he called his
disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are
contributing to the offering box. For they all contributed
out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has
put in everything she had, all she had to live on." (Mark
12:41-44)
The issue was not that Ananias and Sapphira gave too little
to God. The issue was that they lied and held back some
of the funds from the sale of their property, but portrayed
themselves publicly as if they had given all that they
could. Their sin was pride and making a show and
wanting to be seen as doing good, but without suffering
the cost of actually doing good.
Our reading today speaks against this kind of hypocricy.
May it be avoided in our lives as well. Amen.

Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: Lord God Almighty, even as you bless your servants with
various and unique gifts of the Holy Spirit, continue to
grant us the grace to use them always to your honor and
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] This joyful Eastertide
Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified,
Has sprung to life this morrow:
[Refrain] Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!
[2] Death's flood has lost its chill
Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill
My passing soul deliver:
[Refrain] Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!
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[3] My flesh in hope shall rest
And for a season slumber
Till trump from east to west
Shall wake the dead in number:
[Refrain] Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!

