4th Sunday in Lent
+ Sunday, March 14, 2021 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 107
L: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his
steadfast love endures forever!
C: Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he has
redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west, from the north and
from the south.
L: Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city
to dwell in; hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within
them.
C: Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he
delivered them from their distress.
L: He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to
dwell in.
C: Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his
wondrous works to the children of man!
L: For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he
fills with good things.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Hymn
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[1] I lay my sins on Jesus,
The spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all and frees us
From the accursed load.
I bring my guilt to Jesus
To wash my crimson stains
Clean in His blood most precious
Till not a spot remains.
[2] I lay my wants on Jesus;
All fullness dwells in Him;
He heals all my diseases;
My soul He does redeem.
I lay my griefs on Jesus,
My burdens and my cares;
He from them all releases;
He all my sorrows shares.
[3] I rest my soul on Jesus,
This weary soul of mine;
His right hand me embraces;
I on His breast recline.
I love the name of Jesus,
Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes
His name abroad is poured.
Old Testament
Zechariah 5:5-11
Then the angel who talked with me came forward and
said to me, “Lift your eyes and see what this is that is
going out.” And I said, “What is it?” He said, “This is the
basket that is going out.” And he said, “This is their
iniquity in all the land.” And behold, the leaden cover
was lifted, and there was a woman sitting in the basket!

And he said, “This is Wickedness.” And he thrust her
back into the basket, and thrust down the leaden weight
on its opening. Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and
behold, two women coming forward! The wind was in
their wings. They had wings like the wings of a stork, and
they lifted up the basket between earth and heaven. Then
I said to the angel who talked with me, “Where are they
taking the basket?” He said to me, “To the land of Shinar,
to build a house for it. And when this is prepared, they
will set the basket down there on its base.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
Ephesians 2:1-10
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which
you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh,
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us, even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ
—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward
us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
John 3:14-21
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes
in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And
this is the judgment: the light has come into the world,
and people loved the darkness rather than the light
because their works were evil. For everyone who does
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does
what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly
seen that his works have been carried out in God.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn
[1] Go to dark Gethsemane,
All who feel the tempter's pow'r;
Your Redeemer's conflict see,
Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away;
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.
[2] Follow to the judgment hall,
View the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the wormwood and the gall!
Oh, the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss;
Learn from Him to bear the cross.
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[3] Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb;
There, adoring at His feet,
Mark that miracle of time,
God's own sacrifice complete.
"It is finished!" hear Him cry;
Learn from Jesus Christ to die.
[4] Early hasten to the tomb
Where they laid His breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom.
Who has taken Him away?
Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes.
Savior, teach us so to rise.
Sermon (video available https://youtu.be/pjhS3qKxdeo)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new
every morning; and though we deserve only punishment,
you receive us as your children and provide for all our
needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all
your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] In silent pain the eternal Son
Hangs derelict and still;
In darkened day His work is done,
Fulfilled, His Father's will.
Uplifted for the world to see
He hangs in strangest victory,
For in His body on the tree
He carries all our ill.
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[2] He died that we might die to sin
And live for righteousness;
The earth is stained to make us clean
And bring us into peace.
For peace He came and met its cost;
He gave Himself to save the lost;
He loved us to the uttermost
And paid for our release.
[3] For strife He came to bring a sword,
The truth to end all lies;
To rule in us, our patient Lord,
Until all evil dies:
For in His hand He holds the stars,
His voice shall speak to end our wars,
And those who love Him see His scars
And look into His eyes.

