Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
+ Sunday, February 7, 2021 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 147:1-11
L: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our
God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
C: He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
L: He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of
them their names.
C: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his
understanding is beyond measure.
L: The LORD lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the
ground.
C: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to
our God on the lyre!
L: He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for
the earth; he makes grass grow on the hills.
C: He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young
ravens that cry.
L: His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his
pleasure in the legs of a man,
C: but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in
those who hope in his steadfast love.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Hymn
[1] Oh, love, how deep, how broad, how high,
Beyond all thought and fantasy,
That God, the Son of God, should take
Our mortal form for mortals' sake!
[2] He sent no angel to our race,
Of higher or of lower place,
But wore the robe of human frame,
And to this world Himself he came.
[3] For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew;
For us the temper overthrew.
[4] For us He prayed; for us He taught;
For us His daily works He wrought,
By words and signs and actions thus
Still seeking not Himself but us.
[5] For us, by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.
[6] For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.
[7] All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad,
The Trinity whom we adore
Forever and forevermore.
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Old Testament
Isaiah 40:21-31
Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told
you from the beginning? Have you not understood from
the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the
circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a
curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; who
brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the
earth as emptiness. Scarcely are they planted, scarcely
sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows on them, and they wither, and the
tempest carries them off like stubble. To whom then will
you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy
One. Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created
these? He who brings out their host by number, calling
them all by name; by the greatness of his might and
because he is strong in power, not one is missing. Why do
you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden
from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”?
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and to him
who has no might he increases strength. Even youths
shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall
exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not
faint.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
1 Corinthians 9:16-27
For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for
boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do
not preach the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I

have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still
entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my reward?
That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of
charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the
gospel. For though I am free from all, I have made myself
a servant to all, that I might win more of them. To the
Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though
not being myself under the law) that I might win those
under the law. To those outside the law I became as one
outside the law (not being outside the law of God but
under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside
the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the
weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all
means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the
gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. Do
you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only
one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.
Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it
to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.
So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the
air. But I discipline my body and keep it under control,
lest after preaching to others I myself should be
disqualified.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Mark 1:29-39
And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now
Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and
immediately they told him about her. And he came and
took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left
her, and she began to serve them. That evening at
sundown they brought to him all who were sick or
oppressed by demons. And the whole city was gathered

together at the door. And he healed many who were sick
with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he
would not permit the demons to speak, because they
knew him. And rising very early in the morning, while it
was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate
place, and there he prayed. And Simon and those who
were with him searched for him, and they found him and
said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” And he said to
them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach
there also, for that is why I came out.” And he went
throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and
casting out demons.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn
[1] Seek where you may To find a way
That leads to your salvation.
My heart is stilled, On Christ I build,
He is the one Foundation.
His Word is sure, His works endure;
He overthrows All evil foes;
Through Him I more than conquer.
[2] Seek whom you may To be your stay,
None can redeem his brother.
All helpers failed; This Man prevailed,
The God-man, and none other,
Our Servant-King Of whom we sing.
We're justified Because He died,
The guilty being guiltless.
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[3] Seek Him alone, Who did atone,
Who did your souls deliver.
O seek Him first, All you who thirst
For grace that fails you never.
In ev'ry need Seek Him indeed;
To ev'ry heart He will impart
His blessings without measure.
[4] My heart's delight, My crown most bright,
O Christ, my joy forever.
Nor wealth nor pride Nor fortune's tide
Our bonds of love shall sever.
You are my Lord; Your precious Word
Shall guide my way And help me stay
Forever in Your presence.
Sermon (video available https://youtu.be/ABSMv-6emkM)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: O Lord, keep your family the Church continually in the
true faith that, relying on the hope of your heavenly
grace, we may ever be defended by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May I still Thy goodness prove.
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[2] Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I've come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand'ring from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
[3] Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here's my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
[4] Oh, that day when freed from sinning,
I shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom'd soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.

