1st Sunday in Lent
+ Sunday, February 21, 2021 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 13
L: How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?
C: How long will you hide your face from me?
L: How long must I take counsel in my soul and have
sorrow in my heart all the day?
C: How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?
L: Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; light up my
eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death,
C: lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” lest my
foes rejoice because I am shaken.
L: But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall
rejoice in your salvation.
C: I will sing to the LORD, because he has dealt bountifully
with me.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
Hymn
[1] O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.
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[2] You strove with Satan, and You won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust
In God's eternal Word.
[3] Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves,
Since we have known God's love.
[4] Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven's praise.
Old Testament
Zechariah 1:7-17
On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is
the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the
word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah, the
son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, “I saw in the night,
and behold, a man riding on a red horse! He was
standing among the myrtle trees in the glen, and behind
him were red, sorrel, and white horses. Then I said, ‘What
are these, my lord?’ The angel who talked with me said to
me, ‘I will show you what they are.’ So the man who was
standing among the myrtle trees answered, ‘These are
they whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth.’ And
they answered the angel of the LORD who was standing
among the myrtle trees, and said, ‘We have patrolled the
earth, and behold, all the earth remains at rest.’ Then the
angel of the LORD said, ‘O LORD of hosts, how long will
you have no mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah,
against which you have been angry these seventy years?’
And the LORD answered gracious and comforting words
to the angel who talked with me. So the angel who talked
with me said to me, ‘Cry out, Thus says the LORD of

hosts: I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and for
Zion. And I am exceedingly angry with the nations that
are at ease; for while I was angry but a little, they
furthered the disaster. Therefore, thus says the LORD, I
have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; my house shall
be built in it, declares the LORD of hosts, and the
measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. Cry
out again, Thus says the LORD of hosts: My cities shall
again overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again
comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
James 1:12-18
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for
when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of
life, which God has promised to those who love him. Let
no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by
God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he
himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when
he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it
is fully grown brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my
beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of
his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that
we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Mark 1:9-15
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came
up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens
being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a

dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” The Spirit
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he
was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan.
And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were
ministering to him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus
came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn
[1] Jesus, refuge of the weary,
Blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life's desert dreary,
Savior from the world above:
Often have Your eyes, offended,
Gazed upon the sinner's fall;
Yet upon the cross extended,
You have borne the pain of all.
[2] Do we pass that cross unheeding,
Breathing no repentant vow,
Though we see You wounded, bleeding,
See Your thorn-encircled brow?
Yet Your sinless death has brought us
Life eternal, peace, and rest;
Only what Your grace has taught us
Calms the sinner's deep distress.
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[3] Jesus, may our hearts be burning
With more fervent love for You;
May our eyes be ever turning
To behold Your cross anew
Till in glory, parted never
From the blessed Savior's side,
Graven in our hearts forever,
Dwell the cross, the Crucified.
Sermon (video available https://youtu.be/DUXLJKAiQtM)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect
L: O Lord God, you led your ancient people through the
wilderness and brought them to the promised land.
Guide the people of your Church that following our
Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world
toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand'ring feet must go.
You faced with us temptation's pow'r
And fought our ancient foe.
[2] No bread of earth alone
Can fill our hung'ring hearts.
Lord, help us seek Your living Word,
The food Your grace imparts.
[3] No blinding sign we ask,
No wonder from above.
Lord, help us place our trust alone
In your unswerving love.
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[4] When lures of easy gain
With promise brightly shine,
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first;
Our wills with Yours align.
[5] O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand'ring feet must go.
Stay with us through temptation's hour
To fight our ancient foe.

