Fourth Sunday in Advent
+ Sunday, December 20, 2020 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 89
L: I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; with
my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all
generations.
C: For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in the
heavens you will establish your faithfulness.”
L: You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen
one; I have sworn to David my servant:
C: ‘I will establish your offspring forever, and build your
throne for all generations.’”
L: You rule the raging of the sea, O LORD; when its waves
rise, you still them.
C: The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours; the world
and all that is in it, you have founded them.
L: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your
throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.
C: Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who
walk, O LORD, in the light of your face,
L: For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our
horn is exalted.
C: For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the
Holy One of Israel.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Hymn
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[1] Come, Thou precious Ransom, come,
Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world!
Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see;
Anxiously we wait for Thee.
[2] Enter now my waiting heart,
Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne'er depart,
Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine
When Thou art my guest divine!
[3] My hosannas and my palms
Graciously receive, I pray Thee;
Evermore, as best I can,
Savior, I will homage pay Thee,
And in faith I will embrace,
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace.
[4] Hail! Hosanna, David's Son!
Jesus hear our supplication!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown,
Bring us blessing and salvation,
That forever we may sing:
Hail! Hosanna to our King!
Old Testament
2 Samuel 7:1-11,16
Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had
given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, the king
said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” And
Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart,

for the LORD is with you.” But that same night the word
of the LORD came to Nathan, “Go and tell my servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a
house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this
day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my
dwelling. In all places where I have moved with all the
people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my
people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?”’ Now, therefore, thus you shall say to
my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took
you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you
should be prince over my people Israel. And I have been
with you wherever you went and have cut off all your
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be
disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges
over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all
your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that
the LORD will make you a house. And your house and
your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your
throne shall be established forever.’”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
Romans 16:25-27
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long
ages but has now been disclosed and through the
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring

about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God be
glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And
Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a
virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said,
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from
her.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn
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[1] The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted
snow, with eyes as flame;
"All hail to thee, O Lowly maiden Mary,
"Most highly favored lady." Gloria!
[2] "For know a blessed
mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel,
by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady." Gloria!
[3] Then gentle Mary
meekly bowed her head;
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said.
"My soul shall praise and
magnify God's holy name."
Most highly favored lady. Gloria!
[4] Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout
the world will ever say:
"Most highly favored lady." Gloria!
Sermon (video available at https://youtu.be/c9cfyQn4DFM)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come and help us by
your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be
quickly lifted by your grace and mercy; for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.

Hymn
[1] O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
[2] O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord'rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
[3] O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
[4] O come, Thou Branch of Jesse's tree,
Free them from Satan's tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow'r to save,
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
[5] O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
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[6] O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
[7] O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

