Third Sunday in Advent
+ Sunday, December 12, 2021 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 85
L: LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the
fortunes of Jacob.
C: You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all
their sin.
L: You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot
anger.
C: Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away
your indignation toward us!
L: Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your
anger to all generations?
C: Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice
in you?
L: Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your
salvation.
C: Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will
speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not
turn back to folly.
L: Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory
may dwell in our land.
C: Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and
peace kiss each other.

L: Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness
looks down from the sky.
C: Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will
yield its increase.
L: Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a
way.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Hymn
[1] Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
And ev'ry voice a song.
[2] He comes the pris'ners to release,
In Satan's bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.
[3] He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To enrich the humble poor.
[4] Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav'n's eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.
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Old Testament
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and
exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD
has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared
away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your
midst; you shall never again fear evil. On that day it shall be
said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands
grow weak. The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty
one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he
will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud
singing. I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach. Behold, at that
time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the
lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame
into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will
bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,”
says the LORD.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle
Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;
do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Luke 7:18-35
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And
John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the
Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we
look for another?” And when the men had come to him,
they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’”
In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues
and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed
sight. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you
have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. And
blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” When John’s
messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go
out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in
kings’ courts. What then did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it
is written, ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’ I tell you, among
those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than
he.” (When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors
too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the
baptism of John, but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected
the purpose of God for themselves, not having been
baptized by him.) “To what then shall I compare the people
of this generation, and what are they like? They are like
children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one
another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ For John the
Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and

you say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man has come eating
and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom
is justified by all her children.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn
[1] "Comfort, comfort ye My people,
Speak ye peace!" thus saith our God:
"Comfort those who sit in darkness,
Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover
And her warfare now is over."
[2] Yea, her sins our God will pardon,
Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserved His anger
He no more will see or heed.
She hath suffered many a day,
Now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness
Into ever-springing gladness.
[3] Hark, the herald's voice is crying
In the desert far and near,
Calling sinners to repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.
O that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God away;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.
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[4] Make ye straight
what long was crooked;
Make the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
Now o'er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.
Sermon (video available at https://youtu.be/e0VzQMXg-b8)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Collect
L: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our prayers and to
lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation;
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner's help and friend.
[2] What the fathers most desired,
What the prophets' heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year,
Stands fulfilled in glory here.
[3] Abram's promised great reward,
Zion's helper, Jacob's Lord-Him of twofold race behold-Truly came, as long foretold.
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[4] As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.
[5] Bruise for me the serpent's head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.
[6] Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

