Last Sunday of the Church Year
+ Sunday, November 21, 2021 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 93
L: The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty;
C: the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his belt.
L: Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved.
C: Your throne is established from of old; you are from
everlasting.
L: The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted
up their voice; the floods lift up their roaring.
C: Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier
than the waves of the sea, the LORD on high is mighty!
L: Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your
house, O LORD, forevermore.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
Hymn
[1] Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your light appear;
The evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
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The Bridegroom is arising
And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
At midnight comes the cry.
[2] The watchers, on the mountain
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth, as He approaches
With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
The Bridegroom is at hand.
[3] The saints, who here in patience
Their cross and suff'rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever
When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb you shall behold;
In triumph lay before Him
Their shining crowns of gold.
[4] Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for,
O'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth's redemption
That sets Your people free!

Old Testament

Daniel 7:9-10,13-14

As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days
took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of
his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its
wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and came
out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court
sat in judgment, and the books were opened. I saw in the
night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there
came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of
Days and was presented before him. And to him was given
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations,
and languages should serve him; his dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle

Revelation 1:4b-8

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and
who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before
his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and
made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, he is
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail
on account of him. Even so. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the
Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who
is to come, the Almighty.”

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel

John 18:33-37

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and
said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered,
“Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to
you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own
nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me.
What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not
of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants
would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over
to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then
Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this
purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn

[1] The clouds of judgment gather,
The time is growing late;
Be sober and be watchful,
Our judge is at the gate:
The judge who comes in mercy,
The judge who comes in might
To put an end to evil
And diadem the right.
[2] Arise, O true disciples;
Let wrong give way to right,
And penitential shadow
To Jesus' blessed light:
The light that has no evening,
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That knows no moon or sun,
The light so new and golden,
The light that is but one.
[3] The home of fadeless splendor,
Of blooms that bear no thorn,
Where they shall dwell as children
Who here as exiles mourn;
The peace of all the faithful,
The calm of all the blest,
Inviolate, unfading,
Divinest, sweetest, best.
[4] Oh, happy, holy portion,
Relief for all distressed,
True vision of true beauty,
Refreshment for the blest!
Strive now to win that glory,
Toil now to gain that light;
Send hope ahead to grasp it
Till hope be lost in sight.
Sermon (video available at https://youtu.be/Kr2--94cOqc)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by your
Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your glorious return, we
may persevere in both faith and holiness of living; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.

Hymn
[1] "Wake, awake, for night is flying,"
The watchmen on the heights are crying;
"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!"
Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices:
"Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake!
Your lamps with gladness take!
Alleluia!
With bridal care yourselves prepare
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near."
[2] Zion hears the watchmen singing,
And in her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all-glorious,
The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her star is ris'n, her light has come.
"Now come, Thou Blessed One,
Lord Jesus, God's own Son.
Hail! Hosanna!
We enter all The wedding hall
To eat the supper at Thy call.
[3] Now let all the heav'ns adore Thee,
Let saints and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals' clearest tone.
Of one pearl each shining portal,
Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.
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No eye has seen the light,
No ear has heard the might
Of Thy glory;
Therefore will we eternally
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

