20th Sunday after Pentecost
+ Sunday, October 18, 2020 +
Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 96:1-9
L: Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all
the earth!
C: Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation
from day to day.
L: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous
works among all the peoples!
C: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to
be feared above all gods.
L: For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the
LORD made the heavens.
C: Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and
beauty are in his sanctuary.
L: Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe
to the LORD glory and strength!
C: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an
offering, and come into his courts!
L: Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble
before him, all the earth!
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Hymn
[1] Oh, that I had a thousand voices
To praise my God with thousand tongues!
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices,
Would then proclaim in grateful songs
To all, wherever I might be,
What great things God has done for me.
[2] O all you pow'r that He implanted,
Arise, keep silence now no more;
Put forth the strength that God has granted!
Your noblest work is to adore.
O soul and body, join to raise
With heartfelt joy our Maker's praise.
[3] You forest leaves so green and tender
That dance for joy in summer air,
You meadow grasses, bright and slender,
You flow'rs so fragrant and so fair,
You live to show God's praise alone.
Join me to make His glory known.
[4] All creatures that have breath and motion,
That throng the earth, the sea, the sky
Come, share with me my heart's devotion,
Help me to sing God's praises high.
My utmost pow'r can never quite
Declare the wonders of His might.
[5] Creator, humbly I implore You
To listen to my earthly song
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Until that day when I adore You,
Together with the angel throng
And learn with choirs of heav'n to sing
Eternal anthems to my King.
Old Testament

Isaiah 45:1-7

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right
hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to
loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates
may not be closed: “I will go before you and level the
exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and
cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of
darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know
that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your
name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my
chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do
not know me. I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides
me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know
me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and
from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD,
and there is no other. I form light and create darkness; I
make well-being and create calamity; I am the LORD, who
does all these things.

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for
all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has

chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be
among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us
and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction,
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For
not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in
Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth
everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they
themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers
us from the wrath to come.

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel

Matthew 22:15-22

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in
his words. And they sent their disciples to him, along with
the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true
and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care
about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by
appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay
taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice,
said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the
coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And
Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”
They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled.
And they left him and went away.

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn
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[1] Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
[2] Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above.
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
[3] Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with then thousand beside!
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Sermon (video available at https://youtu.be/OqxBIR4yhYA)

Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, have mercy
on us that with you as our ruler and guide we may so
pass through things temporal that we lose not the things
eternal; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.

Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] Sing praise to God, the highest good,
The author of creation,
The God of love who understood
Our need for His salvation.
With healing balm our souls He fills
And ev'ry faithless murmur stills:
To God all praise and glory!
[2] What God's almighty pow'r has made,
In mercy He is keeping.
By morning glow or evening shade
His eye is never sleeping.
Within the kingdom of His might
All things are just and good and right:
To God all praise and glory!
[3] We sought the Lord in our distress;
O God, in mercy hear us.
Our Savior saw our helplessness
And came with peace to cheer us.
For this we thank and praise the Lord,
Who is by one and all adored:
To God all praise and glory!
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[4] He never shall forsake His flock,
His chosen generation;
He is their refuge and their rock,
Their peace and their salvation.
As with a mother's tender hand,
He leads His own, His chosen band:
To God all praise and glory!
[5] All who confess Christ's holy name,
Give God the praise and glory.
Let all who know His pow'r proclaim
Aloud the wondrous story.
Cast ev'ry idol from its throne,
For God is God, and He alone:
To God all praise and glory!

