Second Sunday after Christmas
+ Sunday, January 2, 2021 +

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalmody
Psalm 119:97-104
L: Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.
C: Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for
it is ever with me.
L: I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your
testimonies are my meditation.
C: I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts.
L: I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep
your word.
C: I do not turn aside from your rules, for you have taught me.
L: How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey
to my mouth!
C: Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate
every false way.
C: Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Hymn
[1] Of the Father's love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
He the source, the ending He,
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Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see; Evermore and evermore.
[2] Oh, that birth forever blessed,
When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving,
Bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world's Redeemer,
First revealed His sacred face; Evermore and evermore.
[3] This is He whom seers in old time
Changed of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets
Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long-expected;
Let creation praise its Lord; Evermore and evermore.
[4] O ye heights of heav'n adore Him;
Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Pow'rs, dominions, bow before Him
And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Ev'ry voice in concert ring; Evermore and evermore.
[5] Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory; Evermore and evermore. Amen
Old Testament
1 Kings 3:4-15
And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was
the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt

offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I
shall give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great
and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because
he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit
on his throne this day. And now, O LORD my God, you have
made your servant king in place of David my father, although
I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come
in. And your servant is in the midst of your people whom
you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered
or counted for multitude. Give your servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may
discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this
your great people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had
asked this. And God said to him, “Because you have asked
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the
life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do
according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you
and none like you shall arise after you. I give you also what
you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other
king shall compare with you, all your days. And if you will
walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will
lengthen your days.” And Solomon awoke, and behold, it
was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt
offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his
servants.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle
Ephesians 1:3-14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with
which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite
all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In him
we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things
according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Luke 2:40-52
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him. Now his parents went
to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to
custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His
parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the
group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to

search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, and
when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him. After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed
at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents
saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him,
“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I
have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said to
them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know
that I must be in my Father’s house?” And they did not
understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went
down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive
to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in
favor with God and man.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn
[1] See amid the winter's snow,
Born for us on earth below,
See, the gentle Lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.
Hail, O ever-blessed morn!
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
[2] Lo, within a stable lies
He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime,
Sits amid the cherubim.
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Hail, O ever-blessed morn!
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
[3] Sacred Infant, all divine,
What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss
Down to such a world as this!
Hail, O ever-blessed morn!
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
[4] Teach, O teach us, holy Child,
By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee
In Thy sweet humility.
Hail, O ever-blessed morn!
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Sermon (video available at https://youtu.be/DFl7mNHTw4A)
Apostles' Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy

Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Collect
L: Almighty God, you have poured into our hearts the true light
of your incarnate Word. Grant that this light may shine forth
in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C: Amen.
Hymn
[1] God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.
Therefore I'll say again; God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.
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[2] I was in slav'ry, Sin, death, and darkness;
God's love was working; To make me free.
Therefore I'll say again; God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.
[3] He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer,
He sent forth Jesus; And set me free.
Therefore I'll say again; God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.
[4] Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer;
Jesus, my Savior, Paid all I owed.
Therefore I'll say again; God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.
[5] Now I will praise You, O Love Eternal;
Now I will praise You; All my life long.
Therefore I'll say again; God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.

